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W elcome to 2020! Can you believe another year 
—and decade—has passed? Goodness, they speed 
�r��b|_�ঞl;ķ�0�|� �� Ѵo�;�_o���ru-_�v-�v�;-1_��;-u�
brings “another chance to get it right.” So, what’s in store for Pastry Arts 
Magazine bm�ƑƏƑƏĵ���_ov|�o=�ruof;1|v�-m7�bmbঞ-ঞ�;v��;�_or;��o�ĽѴѴ�Ѵo�;ĺ�

First, we begin the year with our new publishing schedule—January, April, July and 
�1|o0;uĺ��-1_�bvv�;��bѴѴ�1omঞm�;�|o�_-�;�v;-vom-Ѵ�|_;l;vķ�0�|�|_;��v_b[;7�0��om;�
month from last year’s schedule, so do make a note. Second, we are publishing a plated 
dessert recipe book! Unnamed at the moment, the book will include a couple of dozen 
1_;=vķ�lov|�o=��_b1_��;�=;-|�u;7�Ѵ-v|��;-uķ��_o�-u;�1om|ub0�ঞm]�_b]_ŊѴ;�;Ѵ�rѴ-|;7�
dessert recipes. More to follow in the coming months, but the book will release this fall. 
$_bu7ķ�-[;u�ƐѵƏƏƳ�u;-7;uv�1olrѴ;|;7�o�u�;7b|oub-Ѵ�v�u�;��Ѵ-v|��;-uķ��;�hmo��-�1ubঞ1-Ѵ�
mass possesses an entrepreneurial spirit. As such, in 2020, we will work to build an 
omѴbm;�u;vo�u1;�7;7b1-|;7�|o�7;vv;u|�;m|u;ru;m;�uv_brĸ�-�rѴ-1;��_;u;�_b]_ŊѴ;�;Ѵ�7;vv;u|�
;m|u;ru;m;�uv�|;-1_�-1ঞom-0Ѵ;�v|;rv�|o�-1_b;�;�v�11;vvĺ��ou;�|o�=oѴѴo��-[;u� Ɛķ�
but we began laying the groundwork for this last year. Lastly, what’s a great magazine 
�b|_o�|�-�Ѵb�Ѵ;�v�-]ĵ��m� Ɛķ��;��bѴѴ�Ѵ-�m1_�|_;�oL1b-Ѵ�Pastry Arts Magazine v_or�CѴѴ;7�
�b|_�=�m�l;u1_�-m7�lou;ĺ��ѴѴ�bm�-ѴѴķ��;Ľu;�-mঞ1br-ঞm]�-mo|_;u�]u;-|��;-uĺ�
bm-ѴѴ�ķ��;�_-�;�l-m��|_-mhv�=ou�|_;�1_;=vķ�1_o1oѴ-ঞ;uv�-m7�0-h;uv��_o�1om|ub0�|;7�

|_;bu�ঞl;ķ�;m;u]��-m7�;@ou|�|o�0u;-|_�Ѵb=;�bm|o�|_bv�bvv�;ĺ�uol�bm7�v|u��b1om��b;uu;�
�;ul࣐�|o�|_;�|-Ѵ;m|;7��-]]b;���vঞm�-m7��m];Ѵ�!ĺ��;|-m1o�u|ķ�u;1br;v�=uol�!b1_-u7�
�-�h;ķ��Ѵ-ub1;��-lķ�	-mb;ѴѴ;��-u;ѴѴbķ�	;7;m���|u-ķ��;-mŊu-m2obv�"�|;-�ķ��b1oѴ-v�
�o�1_;|ķ�|_;�v|;rŊ0�Ŋv|;r�)bm|;u�Ѵo�;u�=uol�"1o���u;;mŌ�_b1_�bv�0u;-|_|-hbm]Ō-m7�
vo�l-m��lou;ĺ���u�l-]-�bm;�bv�ruo7�1;7�bm�1oѴѴ-0ou-ঞom��b|_�|_;v;�Cm;�ruo=;vvbom-Ѵvĺ�
)b|_�|_-|ķ��;�_or;��o��;mfo��|_;�Ѵ-|;v|�bvv�;�o=�Pastry Arts Magazine, and may 2020 

0ubm]�;m7Ѵ;vv�rovvb0bѴbঞ;v�=ou��o��|o�-1_b;�;�v�11;vv�-m7�_-rrbm;vvĺ�

Sincerely, 

Shawn Wenner
�7b|ouŊbmŊ�_b;=

Editor’s 
NOTE
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ANGEL RAMIREZ 
BETANCOURT

6DFUL¿FH�DQG�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�SDVWU\� 
KDYH�SDYHG�WKH�ZD\�WR�VXFFHVV�IRU� 

this talented Venezuelan chef

-v|u�� �_;=� �m];Ѵ� !-lbu;�� �;|-m1o�u|�
_-bѴv� =uol� �-ut�bvbl;|oķ� -� 1b|�� om� |_;�
$�u0bo�!b�;u� bm�mou|_�;v|;um�(;m;��;Ѵ-�
that is known for its regional museum 
-m7� lo7;um� 1-|_;7u-Ѵĺ� ��|� b|� �-v� -�
lou;� �ঞѴb|-ub-m� v|u�1|�u;� |_-|� 1u;-|;7�
-� Ѵ-vঞm]� blru;vvbom�om� |_;� 1_;=�7�ubm]�

_bv� =oul-ঞ�;� �;-uv� ŋ� |_;� 1b|�� bv� -Ѵvo� _ol;� |o� |_;�
_;-7t�-u|;uv�o=��_o1oѴ-|;v��Ѵ�!;�ķ�-m7�|_;�bm|o�b1-ঞm]�
v1;m|� o=� 1-1-o� CѴѴ;7� |_;� -bu� o=� _bv� _ol;|o�mĺ� ľ�;bm]�
surrounded by the smell of good chocolate was, and 
vঞѴѴ�bvķ�bm�l��l;lou�ĺĿ�

P
Pastry Arts 59

By Genevieve Sawyer



At home, cooking was the focal 
point of life for the budding chef. 
ľ���Cuv|�;�;u�u;1br;��-v�=uol�-�
�Ѵ-�-�"࣐v-lo�Œ";v-l;�"|u;;|œ�
cookbook. That day my mom 
-m7���l-7;�|_;�]u-moѴ-�u;1br;ķ�
and my whole family, as well 
as neighbors and friends, got 
to try it. The amazing feedback we 
]o|�l-7;�l;�u;-Ѵb�;�|_-|���1o�Ѵ7�0ubm]�
so much joy to people, and was the part of 
|_;�u;-vom��_����0;1-l;�-�r-v|u��1_;=ĺ�"bm1;�
���-v��;u���o�m]ķ� ;�;u�|_bm]� ]oo7�_-rr;m;7�
-uo�m7�|_;�hb|1_;mĹ�r-uঞ;vķ�u;�mbomvķ�l;;ঞm]vķ�
|-0Ѵ;� ]-l;v� ŋ� f�v|� |_;� _-m]bm]� o�|� rѴ-1;� =ou�
everyone to be happy!”  
"ঞѴѴķ� �;|-m1o�u|� _-7� lou;� |o� Ѵ;-um� -0o�|�

what he really wanted in his professional life. 
�mvrbu-ঞom� ŋ� ;�;m� b=� b|� 1ol;v� =uol� ]uo�bm]�
up in the same town as a chocolate factory 
ŋ� bv� bmv�L1b;m|� ru;r-u-ঞom� =ou� -� 1-u;;u� bm�
baking and pastry, according to the chef.  He 
advises that anyone who considers entering 
the industry should “Get involved, and try to 

work in the kitchen or hotel before you go and 
pay for expensive cooking schools, because the 
reality of working in a [professional] kitchen is 
_-uv_ķ�-m7�0-vb1-ѴѴ���o�u�Cuv|��;-uv�-u;�hbm7�o=�-�
v-1ubC1;�|_-|��o���omĽ|�o�;u1ol;�b=�|_bv�bv�mo|�
really your true passion!” Taking a professional 
kitchen job that is fairly low status might not 
0;� ]Ѵ-louo�vķ� 0�|� bm� �;|-m1o�u|Ľv� orbmbomķ� b|�
can give one a good idea of the years of hard 
work that inevitably precede the kind of career 
v�11;vv� |_-|� _;� _-v� -1_b;�;7ĺ� ľ+o�� m;;7� |o�
forget about holidays and social life,” notes Chef 
�;|-m1o�u|ķ� ľ0;1-�v;��o�u��ouhbm]� v1_;7�Ѵ;v�
-u;�]obm]�|o�|-h;�lov|�o=��o�u�ঞl;ĴĿ��
�;=ou;� 0;]bmmbm]� _bv� =oul-Ѵ� ;7�1-ঞom�

-|� �;� �ou7om� �Ѵ;�� bm� ��-�-ķ� �-m-7-ķ� �_;=�
�;|-m1o�u|� 7b7� bm|;umv_brv� bm� 1o@;;� v_orvķ�
1-|;ubm]�1olr-mb;vķ�0-h;ub;vķ�-m7�_o|;Ѵvĺ�ľ+o��
l�v|� |u�� -ѴѴ� C;Ѵ7vķ� 0;1-�v;� |_;�� -u;� -ѴѴ� �;u��
7b@;u;m|�ŋ�;�;m�b=�b|�l;-mv��ouhbm]�=ou�=u;;�bm�
all outlets to get a true feeling of what you want 
|o� 7oĺĿ� �[;u� 1olrѴ;ঞm]� _bv� 1�Ѵbm-u�� v|�7b;vķ�
�;|-m1o�u|�vঞѴѴ�=;Ѵ|�|_-|�_;��-vmĽ|�1olrѴ;|;Ѵ��
well rounded, and decided to study pastry so 
|_-|�_;��o�Ѵ7�0;�0;�;u�ru;r-u;7�=ou�_bv�=�|�u;�
bm�|_;�=oo7�bm7�v|u�ĺ�ľ���-v�7;|;ulbm;7�|o�0;�-�
1�Ѵbm-u�� 1_;=ķ� 0�|�;�;u�|_bm]� 1_-m];7��_;m� ��
]o|�|u-bm;7�-|��;��ou7om��Ѵ;�ĺĿ�$o�_bv�7;Ѵb]_|ķ�
_;�=o�m7�|_-|�1u;-ঞm]�v�;;|v�-m7�r-v|ub;v��-v�
lou;�r;uvom-ѴѴ�� =�ѴCѴѴbm]� |_-m�1oohbm]�v-�ou��
7bv_;vĺ�ľ��=;ѴѴ�bm�Ѵo�;��b|_�r-v|u�ķ�-m7�vbm1;�|_;m�
have not worked in anything other than sweets. 
From that day, everything has just followed its 
path.” 

You must try all fields, 
because they are all 

very di!erent – even 
if it means working for 
free in all outlets to get 
a true feeling of what 

you want to do.
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�;|-m1o�u|��-v�|_;���;1�ঞ�;��-v|u���_;=�
at the renowned Jean Georges restaurant 
bm��-m_-�-m� =ou� |;m��;-uvĺ��;��-v� -Ѵvo� om�
|_;� ƑƏƐƕ� 1�Ѵbm-u�� |;-l� o=� |_;� �-_-l-v� -|�
-m� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� 1olr;ঞঞom� bm� �b-lb� 1-ѴѴ;7�
ļ�� $-v|;� o=� |_;� �-ub00;-mĺĽ� �o�� |_;� Ѵ;-7�
�ourou-|;��-v|u���_;=�o=� |_;��Ѵ�;�	b-lom7�
!;vou|vķ��_;=��;|-m1o�u|�o�;uv;;v�ƓƓ�_o|;Ѵv�
bm�ƐƏ�1o�m|ub;v�-v��;ѴѴ�-v�-�_�];�v|-@�-|�|_;�
!o�-Ѵ|omķ��Ѵ-m;|��oѴѴ��oo7ķ��b7oķ�-m7������
_o|;Ѵvĺ� �m7� _;� _-v� -� voomŊ|oŊ0;Ŋr�0Ѵbv_;7�
cookbook, "�;;|� �-�;uĶ that promises to 
inspire readers everywhere with over 70 
desserts that feature his signature use of color 
-m7�1ol0bm-ঞomv�o=�v�;;|m;vv�-m7�-1b7b|�ĺ
�Ѵom]vb7;� -7�o1-ঞm]� -� v|u-|;]�� o=� 0uo-7�

;�r;ub;m1;ķ� �_;=� �;|-m1o�u|� u;1oll;m7v�
m�u|�ubm]�-� ub]ouo�v�1u;-ঞ�;�ruo1;vvĺ� ľ�ooh�
in your head!” he says, meaning that ideas 
-m7� 1om1;r|v� -u;� -v� blrou|-m|� -v� |_;� Cm-Ѵ�
product in the food industry. “Look for ideas 
-m7� bmvrbu-ঞom� bm� �o�u� 7-bѴ�� Ѵb=;ĺĿ� ou� |_bv�
chef, even hardware and building materials 
v|ou;v� 1-m� 0;� vo�u1;v� o=� bmvrbu-ঞomķ� -v� 1-m�
r_-ul-1b;v�|_-|�v;ѴѴ�1ovl;ঞ1vĺ�ľ�=��o��]o�|o�
Home Depot, think of the tools you can use 
to create a new texture to chocolate or, next 
ঞl;��o�� ]o� |o� -� 1u-[� v|ou;ķ� 1_;1h� o�|� |_;�
7b@;u;m|� 0u�v_;v� |_;�� _-�;� vo� �o�� 1-m� �v;�
them with chocolate or sauces. And take a 
Ѵooh�-|�|_;�1ovl;ঞ1�v;1ঞom�o=�|_;�r_-ul-1��
ŋ�|_;��-Ѵ�-�v�_-�;�-l-�bm]�|ooѴv��o��1-m��v;�
�b|_� �o�u� 0om0omv� ŋ� 7b@;u;m|� 1o�omv� -m7�
mini brushes, etc.”

If you go to Home Depot, 
think of the tools you 

can use to create a new 
texture to chocolate or, 
next time you go to a 

craft store, check out the 
di!erent brushes they have 
so you can use them with 

chocolate or sauces.
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I was 
determined to 
be a culinary 

chef, but 
everything 

changed when 
I got trained 
at Le Cordon 

Bleu.
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�_;=��;|-m1o�u|�_-v�0;1ol;�-m� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
pastry chef, teacher, and author who enjoys 
�_-|�_;�7o;v�om�-�7-bѴ��0-vbvĺ�ľ)o�ķ���7omĽ|�1-ѴѴ�
b|� v�11;vv=�Ѵ�l�v;Ѵ=ķ� �� 1-ѴѴ� b|� -�_-rr�� Ѵb=;ĴĿ��m�
a personal level, he has been able to support 
1_bѴ7u;m�-m7�-mbl-Ѵv�bm�_bv�m-ঞ�;�1o�m|u�ķ�-m7�
_;��-m|v�|o�7o�lou;�o=�|_-|ĺ�ľ�|�bv�-�m;1;vvb|��
ou� ;�;m� -� u;vromvb0bѴb|�� |o� _;Ѵr� -v�l�1_� -v� ��
1-m� bm� l�� 1o�m|u�� o=� 0bu|_ĺĿ� � (;m;��;Ѵ-� _-v�
-� _bv|ou�� o=� roѴbঞ1-Ѵ� �boѴ;m1;� -m7� ;�|u;l;�
ro�;u|�ķ� -m7��;|-m1o�u|� mo|;v� |_-|� _bv� vo1b-Ѵ�
u;Ѵ-ঞomv_brv��b|_�=ub;m7v�-m7�=-lbѴ�Ľv�1_bѴ7u;m�
Ő-m7��b|_�-mbl-Ѵvķ�bm1Ѵ�7bm]�_bv�7o]�!o1h;|ő�-u;�
-m� ;@;1ঞ�;��-�� o=� 1ol0-ঞm]� |_;� bѴѴ� ;@;1|v�
o=� 0o|_ĺ� ľ�|� bv�l���-�� o=� _;Ѵrbm]�l�� 1o�m|u��
prosper despite communism and dictatorship.” 
Combining his skill with pastry and working 
with young people, he teaches teenagers 
;m|;ubm]� |_;� bm7�v|u�� -|� _b]_Ŋ;m7� _o|;Ѵv� bm�
Central America and the Caribbean. At these 
masterclasses he is able to “teach without 
_b7bm]�-m��v;1u;|v�ou�ঞrvķĿ�-m7�_-v�=o�m7�|_-|�
r-vvbm]�om�_bv�hmo�Ѵ;7];�-m7�;�r;uঞv;�ľ]b�;v�
_bl�7;;r�_-rrbm;vvĺĿ��m;�o=� |_;�ঞrv�_;� Ѵbh;v�
to pass on to his students is the importance of 
�vbm]�u;]bom-Ѵ�Y-�ou�ruoCѴ;vĺ�ou�;�-lrѴ;ķ�_;�
likes to showcase the sweetness and acidity 
that many tropical fruits that the Caribbean 
-m7�|_;��l;ub1-v�o@;uķ�-v�bm�_bv��b|u�v��-�Ѵo�-ķ�
�_b1_��ঞѴb�;v�Ѵbl;ķ�1o1om�|ķ�r-vvbom�=u�b|ķ�-m7�
mango. 

$_;� rubm1brѴ;v� |_-|� �_;=� �;|-m1o�u|�
advocates are simple and can be applied to 
1�Ѵbm-u��m;or_�|;v��mb�;uv-ѴѴ�ĺ��;মm]�u;-ѴŊѴb=;�
;�r;ub;m1;�bm�|_;�l-m��7b@;u;m|�=-1;|v�o=�|_;�
food industry, determining one’s true passion, 
0;bm]� �bѴѴbm]� |o� v-1ubC1;� om;Ľv� vo1b-Ѵ� Ѵb=;ķ�
;mub1_bm]� om;Ľv� 1oll�mb|�ķ� -m7� 1omঞm�o�vѴ��
v;-u1_bm]�=ou�-;v|_;ঞ1�bmvrbu-ঞom�bm�v�urubvbm]�
places are steps that anyone can take, and they 
have propelled him toward extraordinary and 
consistent success.

Photos courtesy of Angel Betancourt

My first ever recipe was from 
a Plaza Sésamo [Sesame 

Street] cookbook. "at day 
my mom and I made the 

granola recipe, and my whole 
family, as well as neighbors 

and friends, got to try it.
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